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principality of Antioch had to suffer the hostility of the
Eastern Emperors as well.
The First Crusade had come as an interruption to the
working out of Alexius' policy of recovery. It had helped
him to regain a part of Asia Minor, and had diverted the
attention and hostility of many of the Moslem leaders. At
the same time it had introduced other complications, and
an additional objective—the recovery of Antioch from the
Latins. Imperial policy under Alexius, under his son John,
and (for a short time) under his grandson Manuel was directed
primarily to the double aim of driving back the Moslems
in Asia Minor and subjugating the Christians in Syria.
Occasionally their attention was directed to the north by
raids of Cumans or Patzinaks or by conflicts with Hungary,
where both John and Manuel intervened on the occasion of
disputes for the throne. Their western territories caused them
frequent anxiety, owing to the danger of Norman invasion,
particularly after the acquisition of South Italy by Roger II.
But the main preoccupation, at any rate of Alexius and John,
was with Asia Minor. John followed in his father's footsteps,
equally determined but more straightforward in his methods.
He was not in the desperate position of his father, and he had
no need of cunning schemes ill-suited to his character, the
nobility of which is attested even by a Latin writer. Manuel
continued the policy, but with him it was only part of a
greater scheme. In many ways more brilliant, or at any rate
more versatile, than his father, his qualities were of much
less solid worth. He neglected the substance and grasped at
the shadow. _ He could not master the situation in the East,
and yet he indulged in rash ventures in the West, seeking to
restore the authority of the Eastern Empire in Italy. Withal
he added immensely to the financial burdens of his subjects,
overweighted already by the measures adopted by Alexius in
his task of restoration. Manuel was keenly interested in letters
and in astrological speculation, and, like his grandfather, in
theology ; he claimed to dictate even in matters of doctrine.
In these various ways his reign recalls that of Justinian;
though he never attained to the greatness of that Emperor,
his similarly grandiose policy had equally disastrous results.
The two parts of the Eastern policy of the Emperors were
closely linked together.    No advance could be made against

